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We expect about 20-30 participants. Participants are expected to cover their own travel expenses; however, some financial assistance will be available in particular for those presenting papers. 

So we would first of all invite you to the meeting, hopefully you are available. Second, we would appreciate your help in identifying any experiences from the UNDP portfolio (it would be great if there are any experiences with adaptation although I suspect that, given the GEF support to the region in climate change, they will come from the GHG dimension) that you think could be appropriate and finally if you know of any evaluations of adaptation (or mitigation) investments that we could add to our database.

Please feel free to share/disseminate this invitation with other institutions and individuals that you think could be interested.  More information about the International workshop in Egypt and Kazakhstan can be found in http://www.esdevaluation.org/centralasiaworkhop.html

Dear Ms. Ibrahimova, 

The GEF Evaluation Office, in partnership with the governments of Kazakhstan and Switzerland, is organizing a workshop for Central Asian countries to discuss experiences with  the  evaluation  of  investments  linked  to  climate  change (mitigation  and adaptation  efforts)  in Astana, Kazakhstan on November 29-30, 2007.  This regional workshop  is  part of  the  larger International Workshop on Evaluating Climate Change and Development also organized by our office and other partners  for  May  2008  in  Alexandria,  Egypt. The attached documents provide background information on both events.

The topic of the workshop is the evaluation of climate change (both GHG and adaptation) investments in the Central Asia region. We hope to bring together participants from and with experience in the Central Asia countries of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan (these countries are represented by Switzerland in the GEF Council) with expertise in the area of evaluation and in climate change projects.

The specific objectives of the meeting in Astana are:
1) to bring together participants with expertise in these topics from the region (or with experience working in these countries) to brainstorm about how to measure results of investments of dealing with climate change.

2) to identify actual experiences from the region that could help with the brainstorming and that could be brought to the international workshop in Alexandria.

3) interacting with the evaluation community of the area, discuss the possibility of (and interest in the region) of developing a regional network of independent evaluators of these topics.
Therefore we expect that out of this workshop we will have experiences and good representation from the region to the Alexandria workshop and maybe leave some interest in the region to form this network of evaluators.
 
The precise agenda for the workshop is still under preparation but the following elements will be included:
· a presentation of climate change issues in the region 

· a discussion of experiences in the region dealing with evaluating and reporting results of climate change investments in the region 

· possible next steps for the creation of a network of evaluators and climate change experts in the region 

· representation of the region in the Alexandria May 2008 workshop.

We expect about 20-30 participants. Participants are expected to cover their own travel expenses; however, some financial assistance will be available in particular for those presenting papers. 

So we would first of all invite you to the meeting, hopefully you are available. Second, we would appreciate your help in identifying any experiences from the UNDP portfolio (it would be great if there are any experiences with adaptation although I suspect that, given the GEF support to the region in climate change, they will come from the GHG dimension) that you think could be appropriate and finally if you know of any evaluations of adaptation (or mitigation) investments that we could add to our database.

Please feel free to share/disseminate this invitation with other institutions and individuals that you think could be interested.  More information about the International workshop in Egypt and Kazakhstan can be found in http://www.esdevaluation.org/centralasiaworkhop.html

My colleague Oswaldo Gómez, copied in this email, is coordinating this event so you can follow up with him or me with any additional questions.

I look forward to your cooperation and maybe participation.

Best regards,

Claudio R. Volonte
Chief Evaluation Officer
Global Environment Facility - Evaluation Office
1818 H St., NW Room G6-079
Washington, DC 20433
USA
Tel: (202) 473-8303
Fax: (202) 522-3240
Cell: (202) 403-1822
e-mail: cvolonte@TheGEF.org
http://www.gefweb.org


_______________________________________
Oswaldo Gómez Rodríguez
Evaluation Office of the Global Environment Facility
Phone: (202) 473 5748  Fax: (202) 522-1691 Ogomezrodriguez@TheGEF.org    
www.TheGEF.org/evaluation.aspx
Washington, DC
___________________________________________






Central Asia Workshop on Evaluating Climate Change and Development   November 29 - 30, 2007 – Astana, Kazakhstan


The challenges of global warming are at the center of international dialogue. Most aid projects have addressed this issue through efforts to control greenhouse gas emissions, but countries also need to adapt to climatic changes. 


The Central Asia Workshop is a regional initiative of the International Workshop on Evaluating Climate Change and Development to take place in Alexandria, Egypt, in May 10 -13, 2008 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.esdevaluation.org" ��www.esdevaluation.org�) 











The GEF Evaluation Office in collaboration with the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Kazakhstan and the financial support of the Swiss Federal Office for the Environment are organizing a two day workshop on Evaluating Climate Change and Development, in Astana, Kazakhstan.   The focus of this workshop will be the Central Asian countries (Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan).


The workshop aims at:


bringing together representatives of the evaluation and climate change communities in Central Asian countries.


identifying good practices and information gaps in evaluations of implemented and ongoing climate change and development projects/programs.


discussing the creation of a Network of environmental and climate change evaluators.


determining how the Central Asia region will be represented at the 2008 International Workshop in Alexandria, Egypt. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.esdevaluation.org" ��www.esdevaluation.org�) 


Scope and Themes: The workshop intends to explore evaluation methodologies and results of 


climate change mitigation (policy and market interventions in the water, energy and transportation sectors)


adaptation to climate change (land degradation, agricultural development, water management, preparedness for natural disasters, and climate resilience)


Contributions: Interested individuals or institutions are requested to submit experiences on the above mentioned topics to be presented at the workshop. Documents in Russian or English are acceptable.  Russian and English translation will be available. 


Attendees:  Professionals interested in environmental issues, NGOs and civil society from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan or with experience in those countries.  Participation is limited, 30 - 40 persons, however, efforts will be made to accommodate most applicants. 


Registration: Registration is free and it can be accessed online. Participants are expected to pay their expenses but some financial assistance will be available. 


Those willing to contribute papers, presentations or evaluations dealing with mitigation of and adaptation to climate change are requested to mail them to the information given below. 


Oswaldo L. Gómez R


Global Environment Facility, Evaluation Office


1818 H Street, NW


Washington, DC 20433, USA  �
Phone: 202-473 5748


Fax: 202-522 1691


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ogomezrodriguez@TheGEF.org" ��ogomezrodriguez@TheGEF.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.esdevaluation.org/centralasiaworkhop.html" ��http://www.esdevaluation.org/centralasiaworkhop.html� �
�
�
�









How can a paper be submitted? Submit an outline or abstract (up to 500 words; in English) by [date], to the Secretariat at Regional.Workshop@esdevaluation.org. Include author contact information and professional affiliation. After it has been reviewed we will notify you about the next steps to follow. �The Secretariat of the International Workshop reserves the right to publish all papers accepted for the workshop. 








